Era 5: Part 1 - The Emergence of Europe
The Monarchies of Medieval Europe:

During the Middle Ages Europe witnessed the development of strong nation-states with powerful, ruling,

Secuwlar kings. Many circumstances allowed for this development. The pros S ¥ and
Deace brought by the period encourage the rise of such rulers. Also, many Europeans wanted
\
to see strong national governments to help  oeotect them. Three important states changed
{

Europe: England; France; Germany.

A. England

1. Theisland of Britain was settled by a variety of Germanic tribes; the dominant one, both in numbersand 993

strength, became the Ar\a\\es . Alfred the Great (871-899) successfully ruled by
U

_on —p\ ning the invading Danes to the Northeast and by emphasizing e d w catiom and
J
learning.

2. The Angle king Edward died without an heir. L | (lar~ , the French duke of Normandy, 87

claimed the throne. In [0 (0 he invaded and defeated the British at the Battle of Hastings,

establishing foreign rule in England. William, now known as “The Conqueror”, forcedall 4 ssals

to pledge allegiance to him, not to individual (ocds , in order to increase his power. He

established an important practice of aregular _ C€nsus (The Domesday Book) as foundation

fora _\, ax system.

3. In 1154, a powerful secular ruler came to the throne. Henry Il (great grandson to William) was lord of
England and all of western France. He lived in France during most of his reign (for it was there he held the
largest territory).

a. He worked hard to create in England a strong government. To do so, Henry established the

Siars S dicd: an ofthe royal courts. He helped establish English common law (a AT oriw
u i

system of laws basedon _ Case-L . —case decision, not local customs). Circuit judges

and _ yurles found a new prominence in England. By 1250, all important cases in
J

England, whether criminal or civil, were decided by juries. Such courts helped to

S+rcna\ ‘H\ ¢~ theinfluence of kings like Henryand e a K en the influence of

the king’s vassal lords and barons. Rather than take a case to the local lord, the people began
flocking to the king’s courts for decisions and protection.
b. Inan effort to try to control the church he appointed Thomas a’ Becket as archbishop of

Canterbury. Henry’s assertion of jurisdiction over the cleragy led to Becket’s
gJ

assassination and Henry’s _hevn Ve tion

4. Richard Il (1189-1199), “The Lion-Hearted”, spent only 10 months of his reign in England. He was more
y g g

concerned with _C;A}\-\—:nq either the Muslims in the Holy Land or the French.
J )
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B. France

1.

John (1199-1216) was an intelligent but ineffective ruler. His_m (S mana«‘emmﬁ'esulted in territory loss
J

in FranceAéit doesn’t help when you murder a nephew in line to inherit the county of Brittany in France,

alienating French vassals in the process!). He +a7<c d the people heavily and sometimes

G L)@AJ ancc{ jury trials to punish his enemies. Alarge group of his vassal lords revolted against

xo
him in 1215. They forced him sign the Ma« ne Car'fa —the Great Charter of Liberties—which
J

insisted that the king was bo und by the law and that he could not tax without

Lonsen £ . It became the centerpiece of the English systemof ¢ sAastitationa (

government.
Edward | expanded the Great Council of the king to include representatives of the people. This body

became the Par { io, menT , containing the House of Lords (representatives of the

n 2 bles andthe  clerqq ) and the House of Commons (representatives of the
“J

neo ale Js
] ]

Feudal lords of the West Carolingian Empire chose Hugh Capet to be their king, but retained much of the

powerof (. /[nﬁ for themselves.

Philip 11 (1180-1223) was the first highly capable and intelligent ruler of the Capetian dynasty. Much of his
rule was spent expanding the borders of his kingdom from a tiny state with Pc; ris as its
center to a larger nation. To keep control of his increased kingdom he used local

institutions, laws, and customs as often as possible rather than 'C.grc,c change on a regional

people within his kingdom. By doing this he kept his subjects on his good side. Also, he divided his lands

into smaller administrative units and established a local ruler—called ba] \T—( «Cr —over each

district.

Louis IX reformed the French monarchy based on Catholic Church Pc}\; ?@\a 3 (he was made a

saint) and ‘) ,g! cecal reform (he was known as the French Justinian)

Philip IV strengthened the French monarchy by expanding the royal hq recucracy and extending
2

some f:h&r- ceal control over the church. He laid the foundation for a French version of the

English Parliament—the (;s totes- C‘r'-tr\r,/q, (__: the clergy (first estate); the nobles (the second

estate); and the townspeople and peasants (third estate). Unlike England, France lacked a constitutional

Checle totheking’s_ P owver
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C. Germany

1.

About the year 1000, Germany was one of the most centralized and well-ruled territories in all of Europe.

During the 900s, the Carolingian Empire, established by Charlemagne in the 800s, was collapsing.

However, even as the house of the Carolingians fell, Germany remained mostly __ w it e o/

under dukes (local tribal leaders; also called e lect=rs I
Henry the Fowler was elected to be king in a “united Germany”. He _cepe \led the Slavs and
Magyars to expand eastward, but each duke governed his o n territory.

In 936, a ruler named Otto came to the throne. Known as Otto the Great (936-973), he extended his

power over other  duw et and established a strong kingdom. By 962, he was crowned

emperor. His empire—known as the Roman Empire of the German Nation—was one of the strongest in
Europe until 1100. Otto maintained his power through close ties with the Church and its leaders. He

thought of himself asthe _Quctess ey of Charlemagne. He also thought himself as protector of

the Western Church and papacy by protecting both from invasions. The appointment of many churchmen

into administrative 5 »s :{—’- ong in the government strengthened the ties; the appointment of
churchimen

_ﬁaﬁbﬂ:&ﬁ,— themselves strained the relationship.

During the reign of Henry IV (1056-1106), a pope named Gregory VI (1073-1085) challenged his authority

over churchmen and their appointments. Gregory created an alliance between the Church and German

dukes and princes. They were prepared to degose Henry, because he challenged the

authority of the Church. When Gregory threatenedto _ e ¥ ¢ 2 mmunicate  (cutoff from the

sacraments) Henry, the emperor panicked. In the middle of winter in 1077, Henry made a pilgrimage over
the snowy Alps to reconcile himself with the pope. When he arrived at Gregory’s castle in Canossa, in
northern Italy, Henry spent three days barefoot, crying at the gate, waiting to be received by Pope
Gregory. This proved to be a great humiliation for Henry. His support from German secular leaders faded

away, and his reign was doomed. In 1105, he was forcedto _ Swuy¢rend er his throne when one of

his own sons turned against him in rebellion.

Because the emperors of Germany didnot __ Con¥t rs| their feudal lords, they lost power.

Emperor Frederick Barbarossa (who ruled from 1155-1190) tried to reassert his authority by calling his

empire the \-L\\, (Z,—,ma,\ Ev 0%, he did not succeed in stopping the dividing of his
9

territory. He mistakenly believed he could use his T‘\’a Rt territories as his main source of

tax revenue; they allied with the church to successfully fight his ambitions. By the 1300s, the German

princes gained the right to elect the Holy Roman Emperor. Rule in Germany was then held by powerful

du kes governing their own lands, notby the ¢ en{7e (b2 2 d ruleofa strong

emperor.
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D. The Church as a “Monarchy”. As the church grewin __Qowu er it struggled to maintainits _ S Q\\ rotwe
L]

focus—the leadership increasingly became concerned with their own orestige and their own
‘ "4

boea \ X L . They offered church officesforsale (__ S.m o m', ). They excommunicated those

who opposed them. They suspended the church services and sacraments in a given location ( Laterdition ).

They established special church courts to fight ('\ue.s ) (false teachings) and intimidate opposition—

the T{acJ s tion~ . Thekings practiced lay investiture by giving church officials religious authority. The
y g y giving g

highest—and in some ways lowest—point of the church’s {atervest: s~ _in politics came with the Crusades.

1. The Call (the Mission): A plea from Byzantine emperor, Alexius Commenus, for b \p

against the Muslim Turks; an attemptto  rescwe the Holy Land from the Muslims
2. The Crusaders (their Motives)
a. Asincere QL:. S're to rescue the Holy Land
b. F:c. Me
c. Commercial Gon
d. A substitute for penance

3. The Campaigns (The Method)
a. The First Crusade. Called by Pope Urban II;the only ¢« ccessfi ¢ Crusade (and it was

only temporary); set up Crusader states along the Mediterranean and took Jervsalen -

Saladin retook the city in 1887

b. The Third Crusade. Known as the KC rgs . Crusade--Frederick Barbarossa of
Germany drowned in Asia Minor; Philip 1l of France returned after the capture of a small city;
Richard of England kidnapped

c. The Fourth Crusade. The Crusaders contracted with Venice for transport to the Holy Land; they

took them to C.?n Waatinegle  , which the Crusaders Sac ke d
)\
4. The Consequences (The Mess-ups)

a. The Crusades | o< 4en e d the

Je; \iAe of the medieval

church.
b. The Crusades expanded e

Comen-ercee ( activity of Europe.

¢. TheCrusades (.eclcened  the

M_ structure of

Europe.

d. The Crusades opened new

l\ or .\—L ons to the people.

hitp:/eto.usF.edu/clipart/56100/56138/56138_crusaders_sm.gif
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